
TABLE OF CONTENTS 

PREFACE BY JEAN-PIERRE TORRELL, O.P .................................................................. 7 

INTRODUCTION ................................................................................................................... 17 
A Note on Terminology ......................................................................................................... 30 

1. THE CHRISTOLOGICAL SOURCES OF AQUINAS' THEOLOGY OF 
CHRIST'S HUMAN PASSIONS .......................................................................................... 35 
A. Scriptural Sources ............................................................................................................. 35 

1. The Use of the Gospels in the Account of Christ's Passions ....................... 36 
2. The Use of the Old Testament in Thomas' Account of Christ's 

Passions ......................................................................................................................... 39 
3. The Synthesis of Revelation and Reason in Aquinas' Theology 

of Christ's Human Affectivity ................................................................................. 44 
B. Patristic Sources ................................................................................................................ 4 7 

1. Hilary of Poitiers and the Debate over the Psychosomatic Reality of 
Christ's Suffering and Pain ..................................................................................... 48 

2. Augustine ..................................................................................................................... 51 
a. The De civitate Dei ................................................................................................... 53 

b. The De diversis Quaestionibus 83 ............................................................................. 55 
3. John Damascene ....................................................................................................... .58 

a. The Impact of the De fide orthodoxa on Aquinas' Theology of Christ's 

Passions ................................................................................................................... 58 
b. Christ's Human Affectivity in the Thought of Damascene .............................. 60 

4. Other Patristic auctoritates ....................................................................................... 66 

C. The Pre-13th-Century Medieval and Scholastic Sources ..................................... 71 
1. The Early Medieval Sources: Bede and A\cuin ................................................ 71 
2. Hugh of St. Victor ...................................................................................................... 73 
3. The Sentences of Peter Lombard ............................................................................ 76 

a. The Impact of the Sentences on Aquinas' Theology of Christ's Passions ......... 76 
b. Christ's Human Affectivity in the Thought of Lombard .................................. 80 

D. The 13th-Century Sources ............................................................................................. 88 
1. The Commentaries on Lombard's Sentences .................................................... 88 

2. The Summa theologiae and Quaestiones disputatae 'antequam esset frater' 

of Alexander of Hales .............................................................................................. .89 
3. The De incarnatione of Albert the Great... ........................................................... 94 
4. The Christological Writings of Bonaventure .................................................... 96 

E. Recapitulation and Conclusion ................................................................................... 98 



2 Table of Contents 

2. THE ANTHROPOLOGICAL SOURCES OF AQUINAS' THEOLOGY 
OF CHRIST'S HUMAN PASSIONS ............................................................................... 101 
A. The Treatise on the Passions (Summa theologiae 1-11, qq. 22-48) ................... 102 

1. The Originality of the Treatise on the Passions ........................................... 102 
2. The Role of the Passions in the Proper Telos of Human Life ................. 107 
3. The Historical Achievement of the Treatise on the Passions .................. 109 
4. Damascene's De fide orthodoxa as the Methodological Source for 

Aquinas' Theology of Christ's Passions in the Summa ............................... 111 

B. Aristotle ............................................................................................................................. 113 

l. The Use of Aristotle in Aquinas' Theology of Christ's Human 
Mfectivity ................................................................................................................... 113 

2. The Role of Aristotle in Thomas' Treatise on the Passions ...................... 116 
3. Aquinas' Transformation of Aristotle's View on the Role of Passion 

in the Moral Life ..................................................................................................... 119 
C. John Damascene and Nemesius of Emesa ............................................................. 120 
D. Albert the Great ............................................................................................................. 123 
E. Augustine ......................................................................................................................... 127 
F. Others ................................................................................................................................ 128 

1. Marginal Sources .................................................................................................... 128 
2. Peter Lombard and the "Mfective Spark to Sin" (tomes peccati) .............. 130 

3. Excluded Sources ................................................................................................... 132 

G. Recapitulation and Conclusion ................................................................................ 134 

3. THE FOUNDATIONAL CHRISTOLOGlCALPRINCIPLES OF 
AQUINAS' THEOLOGY OF CHRIST'S PASSIONS ................................................. 137 
A. The Hypostatic Union and the Divine Dignity ofChrist. ................................. 137 
B. The Full Integrity of the Humanity of Christ ...................................................... 141 

1. A Matter of Faith ..................................................................................................... 141 
2. Aquinas' Anti-Docetism: The Full Realism of Christ's Human 

Nature ......................................................................................................................... 142 
3. The Truth of Christ's Human Nature "in All Its Singular Parts": 

The Case of Christ's Male Sexuality ................................................................. 145 
4. Aquinas' Anti-Monophysitism and His "Existential Christology" ........... 150 

5. The Instrumentality of Christ's Humanity and the Role of the 
Soteriological Principle ........................................................................................ 152 

C. Christ's Absolute Sinlessness ...................................................................................... 157 
1. A Matter of Faith ..................................................................................................... 158 
2. The Relationship between Christ's Sinlessness and His Human 

Mfectivity ................................................................................................................... 158 

3. Christ's Metaphysical Human Consubstantiality .......................................... 164 



Table of Contents 3 

D. The Principle of Economy and Christ's Coassumed Defects and 
Perfections ....................................................................................................................... 166 
l. The Principle of Economy and thecoassumpta .............................................. 166 

2. The Tension between Christ's Coassumed Perfections and Defects 
in the Arena of His Human Affectivity ............................................................ 169 

3. Christ's Coassumed Defects: His Passions ...................................................... 170 
a. For Purposes of Expediency in Satisfaction ..................................................... 172 
b. For Purposes of Credibility in the Incarnation ............................................... 174 

4. Christ's Coassumed Perfections: The Fullness of Grace ............................ 176 
a. The Grace of U nion ........................................................................................... 177 
b. The Personal Grace ............................................................................................ 178 
c. The Capital Grace ............................................................................................... 179 
d. The Perfection of Grace as the Foundation for the Moral Quality of 

Christ's Life .......................................................................................................... 180 
E. The "Fittingness" (conveniens) of Christ's Human Weaknesses ...................... 181 

l. The Argument of Fittingness in Aquinas' Christology ............................... 181 
2. Understanding Christ's Passions as Fitting (or Optional) Features 

of the Incarnation .................................................................................................. 183 
F. Recapitulation and Conclusion ................................................................................ 188 

4. THE ONTOLOGICAL REALISM OF THE INCARNATION: CHRIST'S 
POSSESSION OF A PASSIBLE SOUL ......................................................................... 191 
A. Christ's Sensate Human Nature ............................................................................... 192 

1. The "Animal" Side of Christ's Humanity: His Possession of a 
Sensitive Appetite ................................................................................................... 192 

2. Christ's Possession of a Concupiscible and Irascible Appetite ................ 199 
B. The Passibility of the Human Soul .......................................................................... 202 

1. Passion as a Movement of the Sensitive Appetite ......................................... 204 
a. The Passions in GeneraL ................................................................................... 204 
b. The Specific Movements of the Sensitive Appetite: The Eleven Types 

of Passion ............................................................................................................. 211 
2. Passion as a Defect of the Soul... ........................................................................ 219 

a. Affective Suffering Signifies the Proper Meaning of Passion ........................ 221 
b. Passion as a Consequence of the Natural Cormptibility of the Body .......... 225 
c. Passion as a Consequence of Sin ....................................................................... 227 

C. The Passibility of Christ's Human Soul (Utrum anima Christi fuerit 

passibilis) ........................................................................................................................... 233 
l. The Placement of the Treatise on Christ's Passions in the 

Structural Design of the Tertia Pars ................................................................... 236 
2. The "Passion of the Body" (passio c01poralis) in ChrisL ............................ 245 
3. The "Passion of the Soul" (passio animalis) in Christ.. ............................... 252 

D. Recapitulation and Conclusion ................................................................................ 257 



4 Table of Contents 

5. "THE PASSIONS WERE IN CHRIST OTHERWISE THAN IN US": THE 
MORAL QUALIlY OF JESUS' HUMAN AFFECTIVIlY ......................................... 261 
A. The Role of the Passions in the Moral Life ........................................................... 264 

1. The Passions as the First Step towards Attaining Human Happiness .... 264 
2. The Passions as the Proper "Matter" of Moral Virtue ................................ 267 
3. The Commanding Role of Reason in the Moral Life ................................. 269 
4. The Metaphysical Basis for the Role of the Passions in the Life of 

Virtue .......................................................................................................................... 271 
5. Reason's "Limited" or "Political Rule" (principatus politicus) over 

the Sensitive Appetite ............................................................................................ 273 
6. "Virtuous Passions": Moral Virtue Resides in the Sense Appetite ......... 276 
7. The Moral Neutrality of the Passions: Aquinas Replies to the Stoics .... 281 

B. The Relationship Between Christ's Passions and His Virtue ........................... 286 
1. Christ's Immunity to the Effects of Original Sin on Human 

Affectivi ty ................................................................................................................... 288 
a. The Theological Method of Aquinas ............................................................... 288 
b. The Affective Integrity of Prelapsarian Man ................................................... 291 
c. The Consequences of Original Sin on Human Affectivity ............................ 294 
d. "Christ Received Human Nature in the Purity that It Possessed in the 

State of Innocence" ............................................................................................ 301 
e. Christ's Spontaneous Appetitive Inclinations: Voluntas ut natura and 

voluntas sensualitatis ................. ............................................................................ 309 
2. Christ's Passions as Integral to His Consummate Virtue ........................... 317 
3. The Soteriological Significance of Christ's Perfection in Virtue ............ 324 

a. The Need for Satisfaction .................................................................................. 325 
b. "In Order to Give Us an Example" ................................................................... 326 

C. The Threefold Distinction in the Morality of Christ's Passions ..................... 333 
1. The Objectof Christ's Passions: Jesus' Affective Tendency to Lawful 

Sense Objects ........................................................................................................... 334 
2. The Principle of Christ's Passions: Jesus' Affective Movements Never 

Preceded theJudgment of Reason ................................................................... 335 
a. Antecedent Passions and Consequent Passions .............................................. 337 
b. The Absence of the "Affective Spark to Sin" (jomes peccati) in Christ .......... 342 
c. Christ's Temptations .......................................................................................... 350 

3. The Effectsof Christ's Passions: Jesus' Affective Movements Never 
Impeded the Use of Reason ................................................................................ 362 
a. The Obscuring Influence of Passion ................................................................ 364 
b. Christ's "Propassions" ......................................................................................... 366 

D. Recapitulation and Conclusion ................................................................................ 372 



Table of Contents 

6. AQUINAS ON THE SPECIFIC PASSIONS OF CHRIST'S 
SOUL: THE CASE OF JESUS' SENSIBLE PAIN, SORROW, FEAR, 

5 

WONDER, ANGER-AND THE VISIO DEL .............................................................. 375 
A. Christ's Experience of Sensible Pain ....................................................................... 380 

1. Sensible Pain as a Passion of the SouL ........................................................... 380 
2. The Christological Impact: The Reply to Hilary of Poitiers ..................... 384 

B. Christ's Experience of Sorrow ................................................................................... 388 
1. The Human Passion of Sorrow .......................................................................... 390 
2. Utrum in Christo fuerit tristitia ............................................................................... 394 

C. Christ's Experience of Fear ........................................................................................ 403 
1. The Human Passion of Fear. ............................................................................... 404 
2. Utrum in Christo fuerit timor ................................................................................... 408 

D. Christ's Affective Experience of Wonder .............................................................. 414 
1. Wonder or Amazement (admiratio) as a Passion of the Soul .................. .416 
2. Utrum in Christo fuerit admiratio ........................................................................... 418 

E. Christ's Experience of Anger ..................................................................................... 427 
1. The Human Passion of Anger ............................................................................ 429 
2. Utrum in Christo fuerit ira ....................................................................................... 434 

F. Christ's Passions and His Enjoyment of the Vision of God ............................ .441 
G. Recapitulation and Conclusion ................................................................................ 453 

GENERAL CONCLUSION ............................................................................................... 457 

BIBLIOGRAPHY ................................................................................................................... 461 
1. Primary Sources ............................................................................................................. 461 
2. Translations ..................................................................................................................... 466 
3. Works on Aquinas' Theology of Christ's Human Affectivity .......................... .469 
4. Works on Aquinas' Thought on General Human Affectivity ......................... .471 
5. Complementary Works ................................................................................................ 477 

INDEX OF THEMES AND PRINCIPAL TERMS ....................................................... 501 

INDEX OF NAMES .............................................................................................................. 507 

ABBREVIATIONS ................................................................................................................ 515 




